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4:39 p.m.
First warnings 
issued in Osage 
and east central 
Lyon counties.
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6:11 p.m.
Tornado con-
firmed in central 
Douglas County, 
moving north-
east.

6:17 p.m.
Tornado 
confirmed in 
southwest 
Leavenworth 
and northwest 
Johnson coun-
ties.

5:41 p.m.
Warnings 
issued in 
Franklin and 
Douglas coun-
ties. First 
mentions of 
Lawrence.

Lyon 
County

5:25 p.m.
Another warn-
ing issued for 
Osage County.

Osage 
County

Douglas 
County

TORNADO TIMELINE
Before a tornado struck Douglas County on Tuesday, the National Weather Service 

had been issuing tornado warnings in northeast Kansas since about 4:40 p.m. Here’s 
a timeline of those warnings and when the tornado was confirmed to have touched 
down, according to the National Weather Service’s Topeka office. The dark gray line on 
the map is the approximate path of the storm that produced the tornado.

Map by Sylas May  l  smay@ljworld.com

BEVERLY JEANSCHUSTER
59, passed away May 18 at LMH. Memorial

Service will be at Unity of Lawrence on June 8,
2019 at 3:00. Burial will be located in the natural
burial section of Oak Hill Cemetery in Lawrence.

LOIS J. BANNISTER
Funeral services for

Lois J. Bannister, 85,
Eudora, will be held at
10:00 a.m. Saturday, June 1,
2019, at Warren­McElwain
Mortuary – Eudora
Chapel in Eudora, KS.
Burial will follow at
Eudora Cemetery. Lois
passed away Sunday, May
26, 2019, at Medicalodges
Gardner in Gardner, KS.

Lois was born May 3,
1934, in Belen, New
Mexico, the daughter of
Ashby Elmo and Beulah
Viola (Block) Clark.

She was a member of
Gospel Fellowship Church
in Grandview, MO.

She was an
Administrative Assistant
at an insurance
publication.

She married Jack
Warren Bannister June 7,
1958 in Kansas City, MO.
He preceded her in death
on December 6, 2010.

Survivors include her
daughter, Lesli L. Eller,
Gardner, KS; son, Charles
P. Bannister and wife,
Donna, Eudora; two
grandchildren; three great
grandchildren; two
brothers, Earl Clark,
Richard Clark; and three
sisters, Grace Allen, Ruth

Clock, and Lorene Paige.
She was also preceded in
death by two brothers,
Roy Clark and Jack Clark.

The family will greet
friends from 6 – 8 p.m. on
Friday, May 31, 2019 at
Warren­McElwain
Mortuary – Eudora
Chapel.

Memorial contributions
may be made in Lois’
name to the Alzheimer’s
Association and may be
sent in care of Warren­
McElwain Mortuary, 120
W. 13th Street, Lawrence,
KS 66044.

For more information
or to post a condolence go
to warrenmcelwain.com.

Please sign this
guestbook at Obituaries.
LJWorld.com.

WAYNEO'BRIEN
Overbrook­­Wayne

O'Brien, 82, passed away
on Monday, May 27, 2019
at the St. Francis Hospital
in Topeka, Kansas. He was
born on January 4, 1937 in
Ottawa, Kansas, the son of
Andrew and Thelma
Snethen O'Brien.

Wayne had lived most
of his life in the
Overbrook community.

Wayne served in the
U.S. Army from 1955 to
1957. He worked at DuPont
in Topeka until his
retirement. He was a
member of Grace
Community Church in
Overbrook and the
Topeka Ski Club since
1984. He was a faithful
K.U. fan and followed his
kids and grandkids to
their sporting events and
concerts.

On June 20, 1969, Wayne
was married to Joann
Barngrover in Pauline.

Wayne was preceded in
death by his parents,
Andrew and Thelma; a
brother, Jerry O'Brien; his
daughter, Jamie Ullery;
and a grandson, Alex
O'Brien.

Wayne is survived by
his wife, Joann, of nearly
50 years; his three
children, Kim Davis of
Scranton, Kimberly
O'Brien and Patrick
O'Brien, both of
Lawrence; his brother,
Donald O'Brien of
Topeka; his sister, Wilma
Kramer of Carbondale;
eight grandchildren;
sixteen great­
grandchildren; and two
great­great­grandchildren.

Funeral services for
Wayne will be at 11:00am
on Friday, May 31 at Grace
Community Church in
Overbrook. The family
will receive friends from
10:00am until service
time. Burial will be in the
Overbrook Cemetery.
Memorial contributions
may be made to NAI, sent
in care of Feltner Funeral
Home, 818 Topeka
Avenue, Lyndon, KS.
66451. Online condolences
for the family may be left
at
feltnerfuneralhome.com.

Please sign this
guestbook at Obituaries.
LJWorld.com.

DONALDGENEHATTABAUGH
A visitation for Donald Gene Hattabaugh, 62,

Lawrence, will be 7­8 pm, Friday, May 31, 2019, at
Rumsey­Yost Funeral Home. He died
unexpectedly on May 25, 2019. rumsey­yost.com
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BIRTHS
Jessica and Andre 

Faucher, Lawrence, a boy, 
Saturday.

Cameron Holcomb and 
Abby St. Peter, Topeka, a 
girl, Tuesday.

Keyah Richardson and 
Gaston Roberts, Lawrence, 
a boy, Tuesday.

Sara and Alex Pagnotta, 
Lawrence, a boy, Tuesday.
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Fortunately, authori-
ties say, early warnings 
helped minimize harm 
to residents despite the 
sweeping property dam-
age.

“They heard the sirens, 
they knew the weather 
was coming,” Douglas 
County Sheriff Ken Mc-
Govern said Wednesday. 
“They paid attention, 
they got in the basement.”

Though no one was 
killed, three of the 17 peo-
ple hurt suffered injuries 
serious enough to require 
hospitalization, McGov-
ern said. 

With winds reaching 
an estimated 170 mph, the 
tornado was designated 
an EF-4 on the Enhanced 
Fujita wind intensity rat-
ing scale by the National 
Weather Service. An EF-5 
is the highest rating on 
the scale. The calculation 
involves surveying struc-
tures to determine what 
wind-loads they could 
withstand and comparing 
that to how badly they 
were damaged. 

The storm strength-
ened as it traveled north-
east, National Weather 
Service of Topeka meteo-
rologist Kris Craven said.

The survey on Wednes-
day identified numerous 
points of EF-3-level dam-
age in Douglas County 
and a structure with EF-
4-level damage in Leav-
enworth County, all left 
by the same tornado, Cra-
ven said.

The last time Douglas 
County had an F-4 tor-
nado was 1952, and the 
county’s last F-3 tornado 
was in 1981, according to 
historical data from the 
weather service (which 
previously used an F 
scale before the EF scale 
was adopted). 

After the storm passed 
Tuesday night, first re-
sponders did a “primary 
search” of about 200 
homes, and on Wednes-
day conducted a “second-
ary search” that was ex-
pected to continue until 
around dusk, Wakarusa 
Township Fire Depart-
ment Chief Mike Baxter 
said. 

Of 160 homes searched 
by early afternoon 
Wednesday, over 40 were 
heavily damaged, and an-
other 20 to 25 sustained 

moderate 
d a m a g e , 
B a x t e r 
said. He 
said over 
90 homes 
assessed 
had light 
to no 
damage.

In addi-
tion to homes, the tornado 
ravaged area landmarks in-
cluding Pendleton’s Coun-
try Market, 1446 East 1850 
Road in Douglas County, 
and Free State Growers, 
a century-old wholesale 
greenhouse just north of 
Linwood, in Leavenworth 
County.

The single “parent 
storm” that produced 
the tornado crept across 
eastern Kansas and into 
northwestern Missouri 
Tuesday evening, Cra-
ven said. The National 
Weather Service of Kan-
sas City reported a sec-
ond touchdown, ranked 
an EF-2, near Kearney, 
Mo., northeast of Kansas 
City.

That path helped au-
thorities issue warnings 
to residents about half an 
hour before the storm hit, 
Craven said.

She said that the “su-
per-cell” storm — one 
likely to produce large, 
damaging tornados — 
started east of Emporia 
and that the weather ser-
vice issued its first torna-
do warning in that area at 
4:39 p.m., for Osage and 
Lyon counties.

Over the next hours, 
tornado warnings moved 
northeast, with the storm 
following. 

By 5:41 p.m., a tornado 
warning for Franklin and 
Douglas counties was is-
sued, with a tornado con-
firmed on the ground at 
6:11 p.m., Craven said. 

Shortly, the National 
Weather Service upgrad-
ed its warning to a “tor-
nado emergency.”

That designation is 
rare and serious, Craven 
said. She said it’s often 
used when a verified tor-
nado is headed for a heav-
ily populated area, in this 
case the city of Lawrence.

“At that point we know 
it’s on the ground, we 

know it’s doing damage, 
so we know it’s a life-
threatening situation,” 
Craven said.

Though it came close, 
this tornado did not hit 
inside the Lawrence city 
limits.

McGovern said it first 
struck south of town, near 
U.S. Highway 56. The tor-
nado then went through 
the Shank Hill residential 
development, crossed U.S. 
Highway 59, crossed Kan-
sas Highway 10, and dam-
aged more houses on the 
west side of Eudora before 
continuing out of Douglas 
County toward Linwood.

A majority of the in-
juries came from storm-
related vehicle accidents, 
including vehicles over-
turned by wind, accord-
ing to the sheriff’s office. 
Officials found that few 
of the people injured 
were in damaged struc-
tures. 

Douglas and Leaven-
worth counties have been 
added to a state disaster 
proclamation signed by 
Kansas Gov. Laura Kelly, 
her office announced 
Wednesday afternoon.

In addition to Douglas 
County first responders, 
fire departments and law 
enforcement agencies 
from neighboring coun-
ties came in to help.

Much of the storm-
ravaged area remained 
blocked by law enforce-
ment Wednesday after-
noon. 

Authorities said that 
was to keep people safe 
from hazards such as 
downed power lines and 
jagged metal debris, and 
to keep paths clear for re-
pair crews and insurance 
adjusters to get in.

Law enforcement also 
wants to keep looters 
out. McGovern said there 
had been some reports of 
thieves “pilfering” dam-
aged homes.

McGovern said the tor-
nado was devastating to a 
number of Douglas Coun-
ty residents. 

“I’ve seen several of 
them — they’ve lost 
everything,” he said. 
“They’re trying to get 
their lives back together 
at the moment.”

Tornado
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A

McGovern

‘‘They heard the sirens, they knew the weather 
was coming. They paid attention, they got in the 
basement.”
 
— Douglas County Sheriff Ken McGovern

From Douglas County Emergency Management:

IF YOU NEED HELP OR WANT TO VOLUNTEER:
Please Read Carefully:
211 of the Great Plains will be coordinating infor-

mation collection to coordinate those who need help 
with storm clean up with those who would like to 
volunteer their time to help.

For people needing assistance (debris removal, 
tarp placement, chopping fallen trees, etc):

l Dial 2-1-1 on your phone and identify your 
needs.

l Take photos of damage, do not begin cleanup until 
an insurance adjuster has been notified, except to pro-
tect your property from further damage. Red Cross will 
also be sending out Damage Assessment teams once 
affected areas have been determined to be safe.

For those who would like to volunteer to help:
l Dial 2-1-1 and submit your information.
l Once areas have been deemed safe and a need 

for volunteers has been established, the location 
of the Volunteer Reception Center will be shared. 
PLEASE, do not self-deploy to disaster areas. All 
volunteers need to be credentialed for this event 
so we can have the documentation for emergency 
declaration relief.

We are so grateful to our community for your 
willingness to help each other out.

How to help after the storm


